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dear friends,
JFI champions bold films and filmmakers that expand, evolve and reframe the Jewish story—how we tell and 
see it, understand and experience it. Films have the power to engage and entertain us, bring new insights into 
focus, catalyze conversations and spark action. As we navigate another year of a pandemic that has transformed 
everything, storytelling, art-making and film are vitally important. While we haven’t been able to gather together in 
theaters, we have extended our reach online, bringing our curatorial expertise and filmmaker support to ever-expanding 
communities across the country and around the globe.

We are proud to share JFI’s first-ever Impact Report covering our activities from 2018 
to 2020. With your support, we’ve accomplished so much: reaching a global audience 
of over 3 million, diversifying our work, providing new funding and mentorship for film 
projects, and building community through film. We have redoubled our efforts to make 
visible a broader range of Jewish experiences, representations and perspectives that 
reflect an evolving understanding of Jewish life. Over the past three years, JFI has 
grown more fully into our identity as an institute of film and media and an incubator of 
new ideas. 

In 2020, JFI celebrated the 40th anniversary of our founding as the first Jewish film festival in the world.  We are grateful 
to our family of supporters whose dedication and generosity has enabled us to grow and develop, building on the 
legacy of our founders, and ensure that the highest caliber Jewish content films will continue to be made, watched, 
shared and treasured. Thank you for joining us in theaters and living rooms, community spaces and conversations.

We are energized and hopeful as we look to our next chapter championing bold films and filmmakers that power and 
unfold the Jewish story. 

We hope you will continue joining us on that journey.

With gratitude,

Lexi Leban,  Sandee Blechman,  Ralph Guggenheim 
Executive Director Board Co-Chair  Board Co-Chair

The Jewish Film Institute (JFI) is the 
premier curatorial voice for Jewish 
film and media. Founded 40 years 
ago as the San Francisco Jewish Film 
Festival, JFI’s exhibition programs now 
reach audiences around the globe. 
JFI’s pioneering filmmaker services 
are the only such supports for 
filmmakers specifically working with 
Jewish content.

mission
The Jewish Film Institute inspires 
communities in San Francisco and 
around the world to expand their 
understanding of Jewish life through 
film, media and dialogue.

The ecosystem of 
filmmaking/filmgoing 
culture and story is at  
the center of all we do.

“We proudly support JFI for its rigorous, creative 
inquiry. Immersing oneself in JFI’s programs is a 
way to sense the full diversity of Jewish identity 
today. JFI thrives on the symbiosis of culture and 
community: it seeks and responds to it, nurtures 
and leads it forward.”  
– Adam Fong, Performing Arts Program,  
  The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation



powering storytellers
JFI broadened our continuum of support for emerging and 
established filmmakers from 2018-2020. Our commitment to deepen 
the nuance and complexity of Jewish narratives led us to launch the JFI 
COMPLETION GRANTS PROGRAM, the first and only U.S.-based finish-
line funding stream for Jewish-content films of all genres. This move was 
an important addition to the independent film community and vital to the 
Jewish arts and culture landscape. The program supports original stories 
that promote thoughtful consideration of Jewish history, life, culture 
and identity. Priorities are given to projects that offer fresh, challenging 
perspectives; reflect untold stories or under-represented communities; and engage audiences across 
cultural lines. In 2020, JFI awarded six inaugural completion grants totaling $75,000 and will scale 
up to $100,000 in 2021. Five of the six films have already been completed and three had their debuts 
in leading festivals, including Doc Aviv, Doc NYC and JFI. JFI’s FILMMAKER RESIDENCY, first 
launched in 2014, provides creative, marketing and production support for filmmakers in residence 
who are in various stages of their projects. The Residency provides Bay Area filmmakers with artist 
spaces and access to the screening room at our Ninth Street Independent Film Center. During the 
pandemic, we expanded our cohort to eight diverse filmmakers from the East Coast to the West, 
including some new to filmmaking, and continued the program on Zoom.

Top: Completion Grant 
Awardees: TIL KINGDOM 
COME, THE BINDING OF 
ITZIK and THE WILD ONE—
the inaugural recipient of the 
Albert and Judith Goldberg 
Award 

Bottom: Cinegogue Summer 
Days Closing Night Awards 
Ceremony

“JFI has been beyond 
helpful with all aspects of 
my film, from fundraising 
to rough cut feedback, and 
providing connection to 
the wider JFI community.” 
– Theo Rigby,  
    Filmmaker in Residence

“I am so grateful for all the 
support JFI has given me 
over the years and for 
building such an incredible 
community. I honestly can’t 
imagine being a filmmaker 
without JFI.”   
– Sari Gilman, 
   Filmmaker in Residence

$75K in first-ever completion grants
6 films supported
5 premiered at leading festivals  
& won awards
$100K to be awarded in 2021

“The JFI grant gives you 
much more than just 
money, it gives you a 
morale boost.”   
– Tessa Louise Salomé,  
   Director, THE WILD ONE

“We felt urgency to get this 
film out…it was so timely 
and relevant that JFI’s 
grant helped us move it 
forward”   
– Nancy Buirski, 
   Director, CRIME ON THE BAYOU



JFI expanded to reach and move more audiences across the world than ever before. 
Our online programs brought Jewish-content films and panels to audiences in 65 countries 
across five continents, including those who have little direct access to Jewish film and culture. 
During 2018 and 2019, JFI programs welcomed more than 60 filmmakers and guests from 
around the world to a spirited audience of over 40,000 in theaters throughout the Bay Area. 
We commissioned original scores to newly restored silent films such as THE CITY WITHOUT 
JEWS and BROKEN BARRIERS, attracting new audiences—Jewish and non-Jewish alike. 
With more than 3 million views on the web and over 75K views on Facebook alone, JFI drew 
more than 1 million new viewers between 2018-2020, due, in part to the rapid expansion of 
our online programs during the pandemic. In 2020, JFI hosted not one but two full festivals, 
offering a hybrid of drive-in and on-line experiences. An audience of 36,000 tuned in for four 
CINEGOGUE SUMMER DAYS that were free for all. Our rebooted 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION during Hanukkah offered up eight days of films and brought us together in 
community. JFI will carry forward the silver linings from 2020, continuing hybrid programming 
as we transition back into theaters again soon.

moving  
audiences
“JFI presented a stunning collection 
of films! I cannot rave enough 
about how much I enjoyed them. 
I learned a lot too like I obtained a 
master’s degree in Jewish culture.” 
– Audience Member

“I loved the diversity of points of 
view: Palestinian, Latin American, 
American, Orthodox, irreverent...”  
– Audience Member

“From the debates on screen and 
among the audience, I’ve learned 
much more about the viewpoints 
of people I disagree with and 
found many of my own belief’s 
challenged.” – Audience Member

Reached 3M+ audience in 
65 countries on 6 continents 
75K Facebook viewers
14K Cinegogue blog viewers
40K+ audience each year at 
annual SFJFF 
36K viewers for first JFI 
online summer film festival 

Top: SFJFF Premiere at Fort Mason Flix Drive-In

Bottom: Former Vice President Al Gore at  
Take Action Day SFJFF

Opposite: Post-film conversation at Spark Arts, 
Norman Lear receives Freedom of Expression 
Award SFJFF, Sascha Jacobsen and the Musical  
Art Quintet perform live score with silent film  
THE CITY WITHOUT JEWS 



catalyzing collaboration
JFI’s collaborations with the film industry and major cultural institutions enable us to 
bring the best work back home to the Bay Area and our audiences across the world. 
In partnership with the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, SFJFF was named 
the first Jewish film festival anywhere to become an Academy Award® qualifier in the Best 
Documentary (Short Subject) category. In 2018, we became an official partner of the Sundance 
Film Festival, presenting an annual panel discussion tied to a World Premiere screening. In a 
new partnership with the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, we presented HOLY 
SILENCE, examining the role of the Vatican during the Holocaust. JFI’s programming team has 
grown our presence at leading festivals across the world, including Berlinale, SXSW, Toronto 
and Tribeca. In our Bay Area home, JFI co-owns the Ninth Street Independent Film Center, a 
creative hub for filmmakers and film organizations, along with the Center for Asian American 
Media and Frameline. Our Ninth Street partnership enables cross-cultural collaborations 
centered on shared experiences. Among JFI’s newest community partners is the Museum of 
the African Diaspora. We teamed up in 2018 to present SAMMY DAVIS, JR.: I’VE GOTTA BE 
ME as SFJFF38’s Closing Night selection. Each new connection has been vital to expanding 
JFI’s audience and brought new depth, complexity and nuance to our work.

Official Sundance 
Festival partner 
since 2018
Academy Award 
Qualifying Festival 
since 2018

“We at Center for Asian 
American Media are proud 
equity partners in the Ninth 
Street Independent Film 
Center along with JFI and 
Frameline. It is a permanent 
home for our organizations and 
an essential group of media 
and cultural tenants.” 
– Stephen Gong, Executive Director, CAAM

Opposite: JFI with 
partners at Sundance 
Film Festival

Top: The Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences, The Museum 
of the African Diaspora

Bottom: Our home 
at the Ninth Street 
Independent Film 
Center, ODC Dance



cultivating community
JFI’s heart is in community—exploring and celebrating the full 
spectrum of Jewish culture and identity is central to all of our 
work. Through 40-years of expert curation, exhibition of and support 
for innovative films and filmmakers, we cultivate community and 
catalyze conversations that uplift the multicultural, multiracial nature 
of our global Jewish communities. JFI hosted more than 250 unique 
events 2018-2020, using each to explode the myth of a monolithic 
Jewish story and provide lively ways for audiences to connect. Our 
annual JFI TAKE ACTION DAY at the SFJFF, embodies the Jewish 
tradition of Tikkun Olam (“repairing the world”) showcasing films that 
address timely and important social justice issues. Our MITZVAH 
PROGRAM is an important cornerstone of JFI’s community 
engagement: through it, we bring new and archival films to individuals 
incarcerated at San Quentin State Prison and less-mobile senior 
communities across the Bay Area. Each year we work with over 150 
community partners who collaborate on programs and events to 
bring their constituencies into the conversation and JFI community. In 
2020, adapting for Covid, our online interviews and discussions have 
included closed captioning and sign language interpretation in order 
to make these programs more accessible to all.

“The Mitzvah Series has been a real gift to our community! Many 
of the Rhoda Goldman Plaza Residents are not able to go out to 
movies or have the ability to see what is happening in the Jewish 
community and within Jewish film. These screenings keep them 
active and engaged. We are thankful for the diversity of films you 
show us and the discussions they encourage as well. Thank You!” 
– Alisa Berkowitz, Former Director of Therapeutic Programming,  
  Rhoda Goldman Plaza

250+ screenings and events
34 Mitzvah Program 
presentations in senior 
communities and at  
San Quentin State Prison

Opposite: Partiers at Shabbat 2019,  
JFI at San Quentin State Prison

Top: Senior screening at Rhoda Goldman Plaza

Bottom: Ilana Kaufman, Executive Director of 
Jews of Color Initiative, welcoming international 
guests at Shabbat 2018



nurturing new voices
Future generations have a special place in JFI’s heart and mission. With dedicated 
programs for teens and young adults, JFI engages communities of Gen Z and Millennial film 
lovers and aspiring filmmakers. At NEXT WAVE events, JFI provides dynamic live programming 
with food, music, comedy and film pairings year-round. Launched in 2015, our offerings were 
increasingly in demand 2018-2020, including through the pandemic, and are now reaching 
global audiences. Just one screening in 2020—co-presented with Frameline during Pride 
Month—had over 1,000 views on social media and 600+ attendees for a live Zoom event alone. 
Now in its third year, the FESTIVAL YOUTH JURY participants learn about film curation and 
criticism and present the Youth Jury Award. In 2020, in response to our call for entries, the Jury 
vetted almost 300 shorts from 35 countries. The winning film—MASEL TOV COCKTAIL—was 
co-directed by two film students from Berlin, Germany. In 2021, JFI will offer the first-ever JFI 
SOCIAL CHANGE FILM FELLOWSHIP for teens, engaging a talented cohort of 12 Bay Area 
high school fellows in the 15-month pilot program. The Fellows will work as a team alongside 
JFI staff to craft and promote a series of social justice-focused screenings and conversations 
for audiences in the Bay Area and beyond.

26 films by filmmakers  
under 40 presented at  
Next Wave events

296 student films  
from 35 countries  
submitted for 2020  
Youth Jury award

“Over several meetings and 
through the inspirational 
leadership of JFI’s Next 
Wave programmers, my 
fellow students and I 
watched, discussed, and 
ultimately presented an 
award to one student film, 
and conducted a great 
Q&A with the directors. 
The entire experience was 
very exciting, and frankly 
very fun. And I learned a lot 
about film curation as well.”   
– Emma Penaz Eisner,  
   Youth Jury Member

Top: Youth Jury Zoom 2020, Award-winning 
film MASEL TOV COCKTAIL

Bottom: Youth Jury 2019, Next Wave post-film 
dance party 



archiving our stories
Since our inception 40 years ago, JFI has kept track of every 
film brought to our audiences across the Bay Area and 
around the world. We house the JFI ARCHIVE, the largest digital 
database of Jewish content films anywhere, period. By 2020 our 
archive surpassed 1,800 films with 450 indexed to stream on our 
online platform JFI ON DEMAND. All online content—including 
JFI curated and produced content—jumped from 1.3M views in 
2018 to over 3M in 2020. Scholars, students and film enthusiasts 
around the world use these resources to search film collections 
by topic. In 2018, interest in our archive and JFI on Demand grew. 
Clicks revealed a 400% increase in just two years from 10,000 to 
40,000 annual views. Our MONTHLY ONLINE SHORTS program 
also hit important milestones. In 2019, the program surpassed its 
100th monthly film mark and 10-year anniversary. Platforms for 
online screenings powered by Vimeo, YouTube, Facebook, Zoom 
and on our CINEGOGUE BLOG connected audiences and inspired 
innovation during the pandemic. An audience favorite was a ground-
breaking conversation about the Disability Justice movement with 

the creators and subjects of the Academy 
Award®-nominated documentary, CRIP 
CAMP. These additions have been an 
essential part of this growth and are shaping 
what comes next.

1,800+ films  
in the archive

1,442 films from 
outside the US  
in 50 languages

450 films  
indexed via  
JFI on Demand

40K searches  
in the archives— 
a 400% increase  
by 2020

Highlights from the JFI Archive, the largest 
database of Jewish content films anywhere!

 
      



2018 2019 2020
revenue

earned   450,025   404,967   66,207 

contributed   1,429,964   1,552,111   1,397,554 

total revenue   1,879,989   1,957,078   1,463,761 

expenses

exhibition   1,100,873   1,027,834   469,921 

filmmaker services   275,218   256,959   313,280 

occupancy & administrative   221,946   236,585   238,488 

development   300,818   365,308   371,931 

total expenses   1,898,855   1,886,686   1,393,620 

carryover   (18,866)   70,392   70,141 

financialsstories she tells

Total Contributed Income: $1.40 MM 

In this #MeToo era, with Time’s Up in full swing, and organizations like Geena Davis Institute, Sundance, Women 
In Film, 50/50 by 2020 and Gamechanger Films agitating for gender parity, a new consciousness seems to be 
changing things in the entertainment industry. But even with this progress, there is a long way to go. In the almost 
100-year history of the Academy Awards®, only five women have been nominated for Best Director. Women account for 
only 25% of tv creators, while 79% of tv shows employ no women directors at all. These statistics don’t begin to reflect 
the persistent, unquantifiable obstacles women and people of color encounter working on both sides of the camera. To 
lean in on these issues more fully, in honor of JFI’s 40th Anniversary we launched STORIES SHE TELLS, a new two-year 
initiative that shines a spotlight on the contributions of Jewish women in front of and behind the camera. Guest Curator, 
Caroline Libresco, the founding director of the Sundance Women’s Initiative and Sundance Catalyst, and the former 
Associate Director of the SFJFF, returned to JFI to curate this groundbreaking program which runs through 2021.

Highlights from the inaugural Stories She Tells series

THIS IS PERSONAL 
Screening and post-film 
conversation addressing 
challenges facing 
contemporary feminist 
activists, including wrestling 
with racism in the movement; 
including a panel of diverse 
Jewish women thought 
leaders facilitated by Ilana 
Kaufman, the Executive 
Director of the Jews of Color 
Initiative. 

Emily Nussbaum 
Unruly Women: Jewish 
Female Characters on TV 
A provocative conversation 
with Pulitzer Prize-winner 
and New Yorker staff writer 
Emily Nussbaum that delved 
into never before charted 
territory. 

THE GLORIAS 
Sneak Preview of the 
feature film about feminist 
icon Gloria Steinem’s life 
as a writer, activist and 
organizer for women’s rights 
worldwide. Followed by a 
conversation with director 
Julie Taymor. 

ASIA 
Spotlight on Israel’s Foreign 
Language Oscar Entry for 
2020 followed by a Q&A with 
filmmakers and renowned 
historian Annette Insdorf 
produced at New York’s 
92nd Street Y in partnership 
with JFI. 

2020

61% 
Individuals

3%
In Kind

9% 
Government

24%
Foundations

2% 
Corporations



Visionary  
($100,000+)
Sandee Blechman &  

Steven Goldberg
Steven & Bunny Fayne
Harvey Goldberg
Diana Grand & Jon Holman
Grants for the Arts
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
William & Flora Hewlett 

Foundation
Jewish Community 

Federation and  
Endowment Fund

Koret Foundation
Michelle Marcus
David & Fran Meckler
Gale Mondry & Bruce Cohen
Eileen Ruby
Lela & Gerry Sarnat
Scott Seligman
Sterling Bank & Trust /  

The Seligman Family 
Foundation

Laszlo N. Tauber Foundation

Pioneer  
($50,000–$99,999)
California Arts Council
The Albert & Judith Goldberg 

Foundation
Nancy & Stephen Grand
Moses & Susan Libitzky
Ray Lifchez
LSP Family Foundation
Alexander M. & June L. 

Maisin Foundation
National Endowment  

for the Arts
Bernard Osher Jewish 

Philanthropies Foundation
John Pritzker Family Fund

Propel
Righteous Persons 

Foundation
Nancy P. & Richard K. 

Robbins Family Foundation
Bonnie & Marty Tenenbaum
United Jewish Foundation of 

Metropolitan Detroit
Wells Fargo Foundation
Maxine & Jack Zarrow  

Family Foundation

Founder’s Circle  
($25,000–$49,999)
Ron Abileah &  

Marlene Winograd
Academy of Motion Picture 

Arts & Sciences
Amy & Morton Friedkin
Gaia Fund
Anne Germanacos
Patricia & Richard Gibbs
John & Marcia Goldman 

Foundation
Frederick J. Isaac 

Philanthropic Fund
Jewish Federation  

of the East Bay
Roselyne Chroman Swig
Danielle Ullendorff &  

Mark Cohen

Luminary  
($10,000–$24,999)
Anonymous
Liki & Joe Abrams
Robert & Judith Aptekar
Wendy Bear
Michael Bien
Nancy Blachman &  

David desJardins
Deborah Blank

California Humanities
Sheri Cohen & Charles Green
Nathan Cummings 

Foundation
Rick & Roberta Cummings
Fohs Foundation
Estate of Spring Friedlander
Linda & Sanford Gallanter
Give Now Fund of  

Horizons Foundation
Aaron M. Roland &  

Annelise Goldberg
Meredith J. Goldsmith
Dan Granoff, M.D.
Grossberg Abrams 

Foundation
Ralph & Marsha Guggenheim
Craig Harrison
Harwood Hall Fund
Frederick Hertz &  

Randolph Langenbach
Russell & Susan Holdstein
Lorraine & Victor Honig Fund 

for Social Change
David Jadeson
Jake Fund
Linda & Frank Kurtz
Alvin & Rosanne Levitt
Susan & Jay Mall
Marin Community Foundation
Barbro Osher Pro Suecia 

Foundation
Orli & Zack Rinat
Toby & Robert Rubin
Samuel J. & Alexandra D. 

Salkin
Joan Sarnat & David Hoffman
Janet Schneider &  

Andrew Kahn
Schoenberg Family  

Law Group
Barbara Shragge

Walnut Fund
Hilary Zarrow
Gail & Paul Zwiebel

Director  
($5,000–$9,999)
Anonymous
Debbie Aquaro
Ben Berkowitz &  

Lindsey Sedlack
Shosh Blachman &  

Joel Biatch
Community Foundation of 

Sarasota County
Consulate General of Israel, 

Pacific Northwest Region
Dana Corvin &  

Harris Weinberg
Bill Falik & Diana Cohen
Anita & Steven Feinstein
Hebrew Free Loan 

Association of  
San Francisco

Avi Hoffer
Jewish Communal Fund
Jewish Federation & Jewish 

Foundation of Nashville
Joan M. Karlin &  

Paul Resnick
David & Julie Levine
Roger M. Low
Varda Rabin
Carolyn Cavalier Rosenberg 

& Sandy Rosenberg
Alan & Susan Rothenberg
San Francisco Foundation
Andrea Scharf & Ken Krug
Risa Schwartz
Sinai Memorial Chapel 

Chevra Kadisha
Howard & Ann Sohn

Sharman Spector-Angel & 
Gary Angel

Bob Tandler & Valli Benesch
Janet Traub
Mildred Weissman
Terry & Carol Hutner 

Winograd
Dan Wohlfeiler
Harold & Mary Zlot

Producer ($2,500–$4,999)
Anonymous (3)
Tracy & Dennis Albers
Rochelle Alpert &  

Steven Greenwald
Robert Book
Pamela S. Burdman
Sanford & Jean Colen
Susie Coliver & Bob Herman
Phyllis Cook
David & Vera Hartford
Wendy & Howard Kleckner
Abbott & Janet Leban
Adrienne Leder-Shriner & 

Kyle Shriner
Charles & Helene Linker
Jonathan Logan
Rabbi Brian & Caroline Lurie
Gilles Pirio
Alan Ramo & Leslie Rose
John Schlesinger
Sara Seims
Lydia P. Shorenstein
Joelle Steefel
Peter L. Stein &  

Brian Freeman
Vera & Harold S. Stein, Jr.
Woman of Her Word
Arthur & Charlotte Zitrin 

Foundation

Benefactor  
($1,000–$2,499)
Anonymous (8)
Janet Arnesty & John Good
David Aronow Foundation
David Arpi & Jessica Wolfson
Alex Austin
Barbara Berk
Michael Bernstein &  

Steve Levinson
Dominika Blackappl
Sharon & Theodore Block
Judith Bloom
Larry Burgheimer &  

Eileen Auerbach
Bonnie Burt & Mark Liss
Lori Campbell
Joseph & Marilyn Caston
Clorox Company Foundation
William Dickey & Matt Huyck
Joanne Donsky &  

Stuart Oremland
Dan & Kay Edelman
Michael Ehrenzweig
Joanne Elliott
Scott & Janet Feiler
Julie Felner & Amy Harrison
Diane Filippi
Hal Fischer
Nancy Fishman & Nina Haft
Robin L. Flagg & Jon Braslaw
Bruce Fodiman
Nancy Friedman &  

Terry Eli Hill
David Fuchs
Nathan Gellman
Michael Geschwind
Rick Goldsmith &  

Lauren Moreno
Lorraine Harris
Douglas & Carolen Herst 

Philanthropic Fund

Stephanie & Rudy Hoffman
David & Pamela Hornik
Stephen & Sonya Hurst
Jeffrey Javerbaum
Jewish Community 

Endowment Fund
Rabbi Valerie Joseph
Deborah Kaufman &  

Alan Snitow
Allyce Kimerling &  

Frances Rotolo
Virginia King
Liza Kramer
George & Doris Krevsky
Terri Kwiatek
Lexi Leban &  

Helga Sigvaldadóttir
Ken Levin
Tom Lockard & Alix Marduel
Gary & Cathy Meyer
Susan Minker
Susan Moldaw
Sandra Monteko-Sherman
Elena Moser & Janet Linder
National Council of  

Jewish Women
New Israel Fund
Sara Newman
Barbara Oseroff
Kevin & Nelli Perkins
Susan Phillips-Moskowitz & 

Peter Moskowitz
Mark Reisman &  

Rogelio Chapa
Laura Rice-Hall
Roger Ritland
Anne & Martin Roher
Richard & Barbara Rosenberg
Andrew & Erica Rosenblatt
Polly Rosenthal
Nanette Rowe
Alice Russell-Shapiro

Lloyd Sacks &  
Merav Menachem

Peter Samis &  
Mary Curtis Ratcliff

Susan Sanford
Danny Scher
Sue Ann Schiff
Ken & Lisa Schmier
Jane Scott
Neil & Karla Smith
Ronald & Aviva Snow
Marian & Abraham Sofaer
Nancy Spero & Norm Brand
Marla & Gideon Stein
Sugar Plum Properties
Ava Swartz & Stephen Isaacs
Celine Tamir
Martin H. Tannenbaum &  

Alex Ingersoll
Carol & Norm Traeger
Barry & Marjorie Traub
Ellen Ullman & Elliot Ross
Samuel Vexler
Alexandra Wall
Robert T. Weston
Ruth & Robert White
Barbara & Howard Wollner
Murray Zucker
Ron Zuckerman

Patron 
($500–$999)
Anonymous (2)
Ronnie Caplane
Helen Cohen & Mark Lipman
Helena R. Foster
Jerome Garchik
Shulamit Glaubach
Susan Goldstein & Andy Kivel
David Goodstein
Mark Hartman
Donald Heller & Anne Simon

Andrea Jacoby &  
Robert Brody

Rosie Kaplan &  
Harvey Goldenberg

Ron & Barbara Kaufman
Matthias Längauer
Antonia Lavine
Owen Levin & Hagar Scher
Judith Litvich
Elizabeth Marcus
Richard & Caroline Melnicoff
Richard & Carol Nathan
Shari & Donald Ornstein
Jan Platt & Jeff Ross
Karen Rogoff
Jennifer & Andrew Rosenthal
Arnold & Madeline Schuster
Robert Sessler
Judith Stein
Pajes Sterman
Peter Wohlfeiler &  

Mary Canning
Sue & Richard Wollack

our  
supporters

JFI appreciates the tremendous generosity of our many donors whose support makes our work 
possible. Listed below are all donors whose gifts of $500 or more laid an essential foundation for 
our impact from 2018-2020. We are grateful to all of our donors at every level. To see a full list of 
JFI’s community of supporters, please visit our website: https://jfi.org/join-give/supporters.

COMMON  C OUNSEL
FOUNDATION

THE NATHAN
CUMMINGS

F O U N D A T I O N

The Alexander M. and June L.  

of the Jewish Community Federation  
and Endowment Fund  

THE LASZLO N. 

TAUBER 
FAMILY 

FOUNDATION

Web Experience Management

F O H S   F O U N D A T I O N

our  
sponsors

Thank you to our generous  
sponsors who have increased  
our impact over these years.

https://jfi.org/join-give/supporters


Advisory Committee
Alan Berliner
Bonni Cohen
Rob Epstein
Amos Gitai 
Elliott Gould
Lee Grant 
Roberta Grossman 
Sayed Kashua  
Gideon Raff  
Lacey Schwartz 

Delgado  
Jon Shenk 

Board of Directors
Sandee Blechman,  

Co-Chair     
Ralph Guggenheim,  

Co-Chair 
Ken Krug,  

Treasurer
Jennifer Rosenthal,  

Secretary
Evan Abrams 
Liki Abrams 
Alex Austin 
Benjamin Berkowitz
Aviva Davis
Nate Gellman 
Calvin Gibbs 
Diana Grand
Dan Granoff 
Susan Libitzky 
Dave Meckler 
Jeanne Miller 
Jenni Olson 
Eileen Ruby
Lloyd Sacks
Sam Salkin
Barbara Shragge

Staff
Lexi Leban,  

Executive Director
Lori Campbell,  

Director of Finance 
and Operations

Jay Rosenblatt,  
Program Director

Joshua Moore,  
Programmer

Margherita Ghetti,  
Next Wave 
Programmer

Jamie Cohen,  
Marketing and 
Communications 
Manager

Hayleigh Thompson,  
Development 
Manager and 
Artist Services 
Coordinator

Rosie Heller,  
Office Coordinator

Filmmakers  
in Residence 
2021
Malena Barrios 
Andrew Garbus 
Lauren Greenhall 
Holden Kepecs 
Rebecca Pierce 
Ken Paul Rosenthal 
Joanna Rudnick 
Debra Schaffner
2020  
Eva Ilona Brzeski 
Nora Mariana 
Yoav Potash 
Theo Rigby 
Charene Zalis 
2019 
Eva Ilona Brzeski
Sari Gilman
Yoav Potash
Steve Pressman
2018
Ben Berkowitz
Marc Smolowitz

leadership special thanks
JFI extends our heartfelt thanks to the countless people who have powered 
our work through the years. We share a special round of applause to all our 
Members, Supporters and Volunteers and the following:

Key Partners 
Boxed Cubed
Larsen Associates
Leftwich Event Specialists

Media Sponsors 
ABC7
The Forward
J. The Jewish News of Northern California
KQED
San Francisco Bay Times
SFGATE

Creative Partner 
Where the Buffalo Roam

In Kind Sponsors 
Bitchin’ Baklava Middle 

Eastern Desserts
Catch
Cinderella Bakery
Dandelion Chocolate
Doll’s Kitchen
Donsuemor
Fairytale Brownies
Frena
Grand Bakery
Hagafen 

Hint Water
La Mediterranée 

Catering
Lagunitas
Landmark Theatres
L’Chaim Sushi
Leftwich Event 

Specialists
Little Star Pizza
Melons Catering & 

Events

Poesia
Pomella Oakland 

Catering
S&B Party Rentals
Saul’s Delicatessen
Taste 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Wise Sons
Zaytoon
Z. Cioccolato
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